December 30, 2018

Feast of the Holy Family

Lord, teach us the sanctity of human love!
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14

Psalm 128:1-5

Colossians 3:12-21

Luke 2:41-52

In the first reading the wisdom of Sirach gives children important guiding principles in treating
parents. Honor them, comfort them, be considerate, kind, and act always with reverence towards them.
This will bring long life and the joy to the children and their prayers will be heard.
The Psalmist emphasizes walking in the ways of the Lord and fear of Him. This brings blessings,
happiness, and even prosperity and wives will be fruitful and children sturdy as olive plants and all will be
blessed.
In the second reading Paul identifies the faithful as holy and beloved who are to clothe
themselves with mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, while in wisdom they are to
teach and even admonish one another when necessary. They are to forgive grievances, bear with one
another, cultivate peace in their hearts and act always in the name of the Lord Jesus giving thanks to
God the Father through him. Adding love to all of this brings perfection.
The Gospel tells us how Joseph and Mary left Jerusalem thinking Jesus was
among them but suddenly discovering he was not. After three days they found him in
the temple where he amazed the teachers with his answers and his questions.
The Father is the source of unimaginable power,
Yet the Son was sent as a helpless infant;
The Holy Spirit motivated Simeon and Anna to prophecy.
All that was prophesied for the Messiah came to pass and the holy family received the guidance
and protection they needed so that Jesus would have a safe place to grow up. Now we have love and
forgiveness from Him and are asked to let peace reign in our hearts. Let us be forgiving of all
grievances and put the perfection of love to work in all of your acts.
Jesus grew up in a good home with a father who was a carpenter but the unexpected death of his
father brought him the responsibility of supporting a widowed mother. In his early years he learned a
trade making furniture, farm tools, building foundations and houses. He later used the vocabulary of his
trade in creative ways: Peter was referred to as rock, someone who would serve as part of the new
foundation for the Way; he knew the difference between a sliver and a plank; he understood the results
of building a foundation on sand or on stone. He probably worked occasionally in a group and experienced
an inconsiderate employer as well as shirking workmen. In his own shop he experienced the oriental
keenness for an advantageous bargain; or with those who made contracts for building endeavors and
later found out they did not have the necessary resources to finish the job.
In traveling the hills surrounding Nazareth he experienced nature, the beauty of wild flowers,
probably encountered a dead sparrow on some path, saw planted seed withering in weeds or trampled on
a path, and was able to associate these things with a God who is powerful, compassionate and personal to
the wonders of His creation.

How do you view your life/work experiences? Can you relate them to helpful spiritual insights.

Meditate on These Virtues
Mercy is a term used to describe the leniency or compassion shown by one person to another, or a request
from one person to another to be shown such leniency or compassion. The Lord is kind and merciful.
The Talmud claims that "deeds of kindness are equal in weight to all the commandments."
boomerang, always returns. ~Author Unknown

Kindness, like a

Humility is derived from the Latin word "humilis", which means low, humble, from earth. A humble person is
generally thought to be unpretentious and modest: someone who does not think that he or she is better or more
important than others. Someone once noted that if you are going to look down at someone let it be because you are
helping them up.
Patience is the ability to endure waiting, delay, or provocation without becoming annoyed or upset, or to
persevere calmly when faced with difficulties. "Be patient toward all that is unsolved in your heart and try to love
the questions themselves. Do not now seek answers, which cannot be given to you because you would not be able to
live them and the point is to live them. And the point is to live everything. Live everything." ~Rainier Maria Rilke
Meekness is the feeling of patient submissive humbleness; a disposition to be patient and long suffering. It
is a fruit of the Spirit.
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